LIGHTING

Commercial/Public Property

(Site)

objective/goal

To design site lighting so that it effectively illuminates the property,
is harmonious with other lighting in the community, enhances the
architecture of the project, and minimizes the impact of glare onto
neighboring properties.

Review Process
for all projects, you must complete an

APPLICATION FORM and obtain your
NEIGHBORS' SIGNATURES. your application will be reviewed by a panel of the drb,
who will apply the following guidelines.
Appearance and Compatibility
LAMP
light source, light bulb

The design, size, colors, and materials of both fixtures and poles, as
well as the type of lamp, should be architecturally compatible with
the project and with any other DRB-approved lighting in the project.

The number and location of the fixtures, and their design, wattage,
and light source should be selected to minimize glare both within
the site and onto neighboring properties.

Glare

Fixture Characteristics

The DRB may require that the pole-mounted fixture incorporate a
solid vertical cap, internal reflectors, refractive lens, and the option
for side shields, to control glare, light trespass above a horizontal
plane and/or spillover toward neighboring properties.

Architectural Lighting

Architectural lighting, whether building mounted or ground
mounted, will be reviewed on a case by case basis. The fixture
should be compatible with the architecture, and the light controlled
to "wash" the building or highlight an architectural feature, without
causing undesirable light levels or glare.
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Building Mounted Lights

Building mounted lights should not be used to provide general site
lighting, but may be approved for security lighting in specific areas.
The fixture, whether fixed or directional. should have a refractive lens
and an effective cut-off shield to direct light downwards, minimize
light tresspass beyond the property line, and control glare. Its size,
color, design and location on the building should be harmonious
with the architecture.

light fixture design or internal shield
minimize light trespass
shield lighting
at edge of
property to
control glare

incorporate building-mounted
lighting directed downward

incorporate
landscaping to
mitigate impact
on neighboring
properties

incorporate a
combination of
lighting options
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utilize 360 o or
double fixtures
in center of
parking lot
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Application Checklist
include the following with your application:

Photographs
and Specifications

A catalog photo and specifications for each fixture (including
design, dimensions, color, wattage, and type of lamp)

Poles

Design, color, and height of poles

Site Plan

A site plan showing the location of each light

Photometric Plan

A photometric plan of the proposed lighting installation

photometric
indicating level of
illumination or brightness

acorn
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globe

lantern

shoebox
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Comments
here is some additional information that may be helpful.

Lighting Options

bULLET-TYPE FLOODLIGHT
flood light with a deep, bulletshaped shield

The DRB may suggest the applicant consider a combination of
several lighting options to satisfy the conditions of the site (pole
lights, building-mounted lights, bullet-type floodlights, bollard
lights, etc.).

BOLLARD LIGHT
a light set into a short post

Non-Approval

The DRB generally will not approve sodium vapor light for
installation on commercial or public properties, due to its poor
color rendition, its glare, and its contrast with the “white” lighting
predominant in the community.

Light Source Replacement

Any new and replacement light sources should be consistent in style,
color and wattage with existing light sources. The DRB generally
will not approve a mix of light sources in similar fixtures.

Questions? Call Covenants Administration: (703) 435-6530
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