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| Planning and Zoning Committee
L heston Meeting Minutes
August 2008

Committee Chair: David Vanell (absent)
Vice Chair: Arthur Hill
Staff Liaison: Luciano Mijares

Present: Regular Member Stephen Cerny, Stephanie Cortelyou, Richard Eckhardt, Rob Walker, Dave
Edwards, Tim Donohue, Art Murphy, Feliza Kepler, Robert Cupina, Ron Weber, and Associate Members
Richard Rogers and Fred Rothwarf

Absent: Regular Members Allan Weissburg, Gwendolyn Minton, Sue Straits, Associate Member Jim Traylor

. GENERAL ANNOUNCE MENTS AND OPENING REMARKS
« Call to Order

Vice Chair Hill opened the meeting at 7:31 pm and established that a quorum of the Planning and
Zoning Committee was present.

II. PRESENTATIONS/GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS
A. Discussion of the Reston Master Plan with the Fdax County Department of Planning & Zoning

Heidi Merkel, Leslie Johnson, Lauren Bruce of the Fairfax County Department of Planning &
Zoning had an open discussion with the members of the Planning and Zoning Committee. The
following are comments made by the Committee and Heidi Merkel:

Edwards

- People are not afraid of growth; however, facilities have not kept up with growth

- Little concern for small residential areas

- Concerned about village centers

- Focused on RCIG & Reston Town Center

- Would like to focus on Reston Town Center, specifically area controlled by the County

- 25 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Proposals that cover Fairfax County Parkway to
Huntermill; how does it all inter-relate

- Transit impact areas

- Create mechanisms for needed funding, profit needs to go to public facilities

Rogers

- Metro Rail Study

- Look at study politically and economically
- Alternative forms of transportation needed

Murphy
- No Comment at the moment; prefer to look at smaller picture rather than overall
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Kepler

- Understand goal and changes; discussion not focused

- Establish a desired outcome and then come up with a process to reach outcome
- Have focus groups with the general public

- Draw a broader opinion to find out what the community wants

Merkel

- Correct, will not be able to accommodate a range of issues

- Range of issues within Fairfax County are prescribed

- Agree to identify intended outcome

- Current focus groups will represent the full range of the community

- Issues that cannot be addressed can be identified and have mechanisms

Weber
- Echo concerns of village centers

Eckhardt

- Other members have done a good job of articulating points

- Should not assume residential areas will stay the same

- Articulate in Reston Master Plan if residential area is to be redeveloped
- Focus on the demographic

Murphy
- Look at growth of residential, look at demographic — produce product people want

Cortelyou

- Other members have covered some points
- Village centers, are more like strip malls

- Make centers more pedestrian friendly

- Focus on density

- Embrace density and development

Merkel
- Notion of making village centers more pedestrian friendly; suggestions?

Cortelyou

- Site other local communities where residents walk to centers
- Balance parking and walk-ability for centers

- Village Centers, are more like strip malls

Donohue
- Transportation; Reston is becoming more like Tyson’s area
- Bi-directional or committed bus lanes would make it more feasible for growth

Cerny

- Improve pedestrian network and connectivity; especially by the Toll Road
- Putin sidewalks; upgrade bus shelters

- No additional improvements unless plan to facilitate buses

- Get people to use public transportation

- Affordable housing

- Amend to include language in Reston Master Plan for affordable housing
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Rothwarf

- Who has weight in the community — homeowners or the developers?
- Address wants; but what about traffic

- Large flow of traffic at peak hours

- Streets are not developed like a grid system

- Will compound problem

- How can you alleviate the problem

Merkel
- Due to existing volumes to traffic; adding additional density along the Toll Road — should
the layout continue to be suburban office parks or have mixed use?

Rothwarf
- Continue to keep as is; business do not have as much burden

Walker

- Increased densities

- Not everyone will be using Rail

- Transportation problems

- Be cautious before increasing density around rail

- Look at crossings and infrastructure of trails, etc. to mobilize residents

- Affordable housing, “Baby Boomers” are coming of age; change Reston to cater to the
changes of community and aging population

- Green building, eco-friendly

- Do not want to forget origin and original concept of Reston

Cupina
- Stable neighborhoods should have traditional zoning

Murphy

- Reston is in a unique situation

- Avoid myopic view

- Reston is an employment center

Merkel
- Yes, since inception, Reston has been planned to be an employment center

Hill

- RCIG - no residential zoning exists, private covenants prohibit residential uses now, funding
of rail is a precondition to certain residential and commercial densities

- RCIG Corridor — type of residential zoning should not be developer driven

- Legal issues need to be addressed; required vote of the property owners, etc.

- Stable residential neighborhoods, new residential density category should be added to Master
Plan “as-built” density.

- Homeowners after meeting certain standards could opt out of applicable density and be
called an “as-built” density.

Merkel
- Several people touched on areas missing
o Village centers
o Increased options of transportation
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Dedicated bike lanes

Trail system

Grid system for connectivity
Additional connections

O O O O

R.Simon
- No traffic problem, need to do another traffic study
- North Shore is under utilized

Merkel
- Plan is a guide not a regulation

- Identifying final product

- Looking for process that harmonizes land use
- Look at Reston as an entity

Hill
- After interviewing focus groups, plan?

Merkel

- Capture concerns

- Use information to make recommendations

- Plan to have a community wide meeting

- Have learned, the need to indentify new ways for development process to be easily
understood by a wide range of people

Edwards
- The community will want to get involved

Merkel
- Yes, can be a community driven effort

The following are comments from the audience:
- Balance and land use; need to get to a 1:1 ratio
- Make people more aware of high density environment
- RMAG Study
- Plan for Lake Anne
- 3 Meeting attend, consistent theme — infrastructure and analysis
- Get people involved in process
- Would like the Design Review Board to be added to the list
- Traffic problem is apparent
- Sidewalks, streetlights, wider Parkway, bus lanes only
- Outcome of process; documents need to give guidance
- Unique not grid system
- Focus on what people want
- IPAR
- Try using surveys
- Crime prevention — expand pathways
- Consider safety perspective

[ll. CLOSE OF MEETING
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A. Adjourn
The next meeting will be Monday, September 8 at 7:30 pm.

Member Cupina, seconded by Vice Chair Hill, moved to adjourn the meeting.

The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 9:46 pm.

Minutes Taken & Submitted by: Luciano Mijares

Attachments to Original:

e None
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